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If you or someone you know is a shut-in, has 

an illness or is unable to worship with us due 

to other circumstances, please call the church 

office. 

 

The church phone number is:  717-843-8597 

OR 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to receive the monthly 

newsletter by email please contact the 

church office at (717) 843-8597 or send an 

email to 

firststjohns@verizon.net. 

REGULAR CHURCH EVENTS AND WORSHIP 

Sunday -              9:00 AM Bible Study 

                            11:00 AM Sunday Worship 
 

Monday- 

Panera bread distribution 9:00-11:00 AM 

Wednesday 

6:30 PM - Adult Choir  (September through May/June) 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

OUR WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

 

www.firststjohns.org 

 

WELCOME 

Our calling is for all to know Jesus as Lord and be 
an effective magnet involving lives for Jesus Christ. 
Worship should always be focused on God, the 
time honored traditions of worship are observed 
here, we want worship to be glorifying to God, hon-
oring to God and reminding us of the greatness and 
glory of God. People say that they have truly wor-
shipped after our Sunday morning service. 

We are a very welcoming church and we want to 
help you to know Jesus.  

Contact Us 

Phone 717.843.8597 

 

E-Mail:  firststjohns@verizon.net  

 
First St. Johns Lutheran Church 
140 W. King St., York PA 17401 
 
Copyright © 2016 / All rights reserved. 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

Communion and Non-Communion, Services are 
held during the month, Non-Communion ser-
vices are held on the 5th Sunday of months with 
5 Sundays. 

We print bulletins in English (small and large 
print), and Chinese for morning worship. Please 
contact us in advance if you need a Spanish 
bulletin. 

PHONE: (717) 843-8597 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY    9:00 AM 

SERVICE           11:00 AM  
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 The LWML "Colors of Fall" fund raising concert will 
take place on Sunday, November 5, at 4:00 PM. 

 This year our guest performers will be the "Traveling 
Light of Christ" choir. They will be singing secular and reli-
gious songs and hymns of the season. 

 Traveling Light of Christ, (TLC), is a small but powerful 
outreach ministry under the direction of Ilene L. Gentzler. It 
was formed 15 years ago, solely to sing for nursing homes 
and small groups in the community, letting their light shine in 
a dark world. 

 TLC consists of people who love to sing and letting the 
light of Christ shine through them so that others may get a 
glimpse of Jesus. 

 The bring joy and inspiration to those they sing for. 
This is their service to the Lord! 

 Our Minister of Music, Ken Sanders, will provide rendi-
tions of the music of the season on both the piano and the 
organ.  

 Join in singing a few songs and hymns reflective of 
Autumn and Thanksgiving. 
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OCTOBER 2023 

PARISH VISITOR 

NOVEMBER 2023 DEADLINE 
 

Articles Due         Friday,  October 20th 

Send Date            Thursday, October 26th 

 

MEETINGS IN OCTOBER 

 

Worship Committee                 To be announced 

Church Council –                     Tuesday, October 10th,  at 6:00 pm.  

 

 

UPCOMING OCTOBER SERVICES. 

October 1st - Communion (18th Sunday after Pentecost) 

October 8th - Non-Communion (19th Sunday after Pentecost) 

October 15th - Communion (20th Sunday after Pentecost) 

October 22nd - Non-Communion (21st Sunday after Pentecost) 

October 29th- Non-Communion (REFORMATION SUNDAY) 

9:00 AM 

 

 

 
ANSWER TO SEPTEMBER  PUZZLE 
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BIBLE PUZZLE  

FOR OCTOBER 

 

Answers for September Puzzle 

on page 3. 
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Bonnie Abendschoen  Kim Thompson 

138 Crown Pointe Drive  30 South Beaver Street 

York, PA 17402   York, PA 17401 
 

Dawn Frey                                        Becky Lupp    

Pleasant Acres Nursing                          1180 Ruxton Rd 

& Rehabilitation Center                          York, PA 17403     

118 Pleasant Acres Rd                                                 

 York, PA 17401                                        

Joyce Devan                                          Marguerite Beck 

2408 Lovegren Court                               285 Hillside Terrace 

York, PA 17404                                        York, PA 17408 

If you are aware of any 
changes with those on the 
list please contact the 
church office. 

We encourage you to drop a 

card or letter to our shut-ins 

to let them know that they 

are missed and a valued 

member of the congregation. 
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PRAYERS 

Christians especially in the Middle East– persecuted 
Prayer Warriors—Spirit is moving 
Helen Wu-Husband in nursing home 
Joyce Devan-Health issues 
Kim Thompson-Health issues 
Susan vanDyk-Baum 
Jeanne Noll-Health issue 
Ed Abendschoen-Health issues 
Bonnie Abendschoen-Health issues 
David-Health issues (friend of Ed & Bonnie Abendschoen) 
Fran Shoff-Health issues 
Tom Gibson-Health issues 
Mark Parent-Husband of Candy Parent (Bill Lupp’s niece)- 
Heart transplant 
Anna vanDyk-Health issue 
Vicar Geoff Abendschoen-Health issue 
Karl vanDyk-Health issue 
Lois Stambaugh-Health issue 
Dave Stambaugh-Health issue 
Candy Parent-In hospital with cancer (Bill Lupp’s niece) 
Dawn Frey-Health Issues 
Pierre-Paul Rodriguez 
George Card-Health issues 

Sandra Hinkle-Health issues 

Jolene Schoff 
 

FIRST TIME REQUESTS 
 

SHUT-IN MEMBERS 
Bonnie Abendschoen 
Joyce Devan  
Dawn Frey 
Kim Thompson 
Becky Lupp 
Marguerite Beck 
 

LEADERS 

Vicar Geoff Abendschoen, Minister of Music Ken Sanders, Lay 
Leaders, Pastor Cosgrove, Pastor Zimmerman, Pastor Brasso, 
Pastor Seifferlein , Pastor Merrell, Pastor Banach, Pastor Robert-
son, Pastor Schaefer. Sally Hiller, David Maack. District President 
Bill Harmon 
 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 

For all of God’s Gifts 
 

 

4th - Donna D’Andrea 

27th - Anna vanDyk 

PRAYER LIST (cont.) 

SPIRITUAL NEEDS 

For all those who do not know Jesus as Lord  
For our “action” committees/task forces 
Our Community and Families 

 

MILITARY 
 
 
 

POLICE 
Jonathan 
 

We remember in 
prayer those who are 
in need of God’s spe-
cial presence in their 
lives due to special 
needs:  

 

Early November Birthdays 

   6th - Chase Abendschoen 

   6th - Graham Abendschoen 

   7th - Wayne Hildebrand III 
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June 21st 

 

 

VICAR  

report 
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IT’S IN THE WAY THAT YOU USE IT 
 

Consider the humble baseball bat. It is a simple tool designed for a complex task. 
The batter needs a tool that can consistently deliver force to a small ball which 
may be thrown at over 100 miles per hour, but which might also come slanting 
across the plate as a slow curve. For a game like this, the founders of baseball had 
to redesign the old cricket bat, which is more of a flat paddle. The tool had to fit 
the job. 
 
But even a specially-designed tool can be used for a different purpose. It turns out 
that some years ago in England, the home of cricket, baseball bats suddenly started 
selling like hotcakes. What were folks across the pond doing with all those base-
ball bats? Using them as clubs in riots! 
 
A tool can be used, and it can be misused. It’s all in the way that you use it. The 
same is true with the things of God. The Second Commandment states that we 
should “not misuse the name of the Lord.” In the Small Catechism, Luther goes on 
to tell us exactly what this misuse is, as well as the proper use:  “We should fear 
and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His 
name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.” (SC I) 
 
The Lord has given us His name: He has placed it upon us in Holy Baptism and 
He has invited us to pray to Him as our Father. In this sense, the Lord’s name is 
something for us to use. We should not misuse it and we should not fail to use it. 
The Pharisees of old were so afraid of misusing the name of God that they decided 
to simply never say the name of God (YHWH, Jehovah) at all! This non-use is just 
as bad as misuse. The Lord gives His gifts for our use. 
 
A Christian steward is one who is called to use all of God’s gifts for His purposes. 
This includes things like the Name of God, the Sacraments and the Word, and it 
also includes things like our family and friends, our talents and skills, our money 
and resources. Everything that God has given to you, He has given to you so that 
you may be blessed to use it for His kingdom. 
 

It’s all in the way that you use it! 
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FREE Breads and  Desserts  

DONATED Weekly BY:  Panera Bread  

to First St. John’s Lutheran Church 

140 W. King St., York, PA 17401 

EVERY MONDAY 
From 9:00 through 11:00 am - Pickup at the church 

Doors open at 9:00 am  

 

 

WOMEN’S CARE CENTER 

Formerly Pregnancy & Family  

Resource Center 

40 South Richland Avenue 

York, PA 17404 

Phone: (717) 854-6285 

 

 

FIRST ST. JOHN’S MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

WE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGE YOU.  

ENJOY OUR “LIVE” WORSHIP. 

 

 

 

 

 

4TH QUARTER 

ALMS 

 

WOMEN’S CARE 

CENTER 
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Lois Hollinger, Lois Stambaugh,  

Dave Stambaugh, Beverly Card, 

Ding Wang, Zihong (Andy) Su. 

Ken Sanders, 

Minister of Music 

Autumn is officially here. God is beginning to paint the landscape with 

vibrant colors! He uses shades of orange, red, yellow, and brown along 

with the green that remains all year long. 

The month of October hosts the celebration of the Reformation, Which 

is on the 31st, but is celebrated on the last Sunday of the month. This 

celebration is important to all Lutherans as it marks the birth of the Lu-

theran Church. During the service we will sing some of Martin Luther's 

hymns. Also, in the service, part, if not all of Psalm 46 will be used. 

As in the recent past, Bible Class will not be in session as I will be over at 

St. Paul's in Columbia with the trumpeter to play for the Reformation ser-

vice. then the trumpeter and I will repeat the music for First St. John's 

Reformation service. 

The 9/11 Remembrance service was well received. The guest preacher, 

Rev. Brian Rosenketter had a very moving sermon. There were around 

70 people in attendance. Twenty four of those people were First St. 

John's members. The picnic lunch was great as all who stayed enjoyed 

the time of fellowship with one another. 

Looking ahead - besides the Colors of Fall concert on the first Sunday of 

November we will also be celebrating All Saints Sunday in the morning 

worship. We will remember those members who received their crown of 

glory since last year's service. 
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ORDINATION / INSTALLATION 
 

WHAT:    The Ordination and Installation of our vicar, Geoff Abendschoen 

WHEN:    Sunday, January 28, 2024, at 4:00 PM 

WHERE:    First St. John’s Lutheran Church, 140 West King Street 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:    The service will include two distinct rites. First, the ordi-

nation will take place. This is when our vicar will become an ordained pastor. Then the in-

stallation will take place. As an ordained pastor, he will be installed to serve both St. Paul’s 

and First St. John’s congregations.  This service will include communion.  A time of fellow-

ship will follow the service. Refreshments will be served at that time. 

Francis Charles Fogle. entered his eternal rest on 

Friday, August 25, 2023. We commend his family and 

friends to the comfort and care of our Lord and Savior, 

Who is the Resurrection and the Life.  
 

 

 

Francis Charles Fogle 


